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ROTHERHAM STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(SACRE)
TUESDAY, 19TH JUNE, 2018
Present:-

Group A - other Christian denominations and faiths

Mrs. T. Williams (Baha’i) — in the Chair; with Mrs. N. Goodwin (Pentescostal), Mr. D.
Homer (Buddhist), Mr. I. Jones (Evangelical Christian) and Mrs. G. Raha (Hindu)

Group B - the Church of England

Mrs. H. Lambert (Diocese of Sheffield).

Group C - Teachers’ Professional Associations

Mrs. R. Turnbull.

Group D - the Local Authority

No-one present.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Alam and from Mrs. Z. Ahmed,
Mrs. V. Gregory, Mrs. M. Shah, Mrs. C. Webster, Mr. R. Dyson, Mr. A. Griffin, Mr. D.
Rew and Mr. C. Wells.

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 30TH JANUARY,
2018

Agreed:- That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 30t January,
2018 be approved as a correct record for signature by the Chair.

2. ROTHERHAM SACRE - FUTURE RESOURCES (FUNDING AND
STAFFING)

Further to Minute No. 16 of the meeting of the Rotherham SACRE held on
30th January, 2018, it was noted that the Chair and the Vice-Chair had
attended meetings with the Local Authority, although there was not yet
any progress being made in respect of an appointment to the post of
Curriculum Consultant. The SACRE members acknowledged that the role
could be performed by the RE Today organisation but there was
uncertainty as to the budget provision required to fund those costs.

Agreed:- That the current position be noted and further information from
the Local Authority be awaited.

3. ROTHERHAM SACRE OFFICERS - ELECTIONS IN OCTOBER 2018

The Rotherham SACRE membership noted that the annual meeting
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would take place during October, 2018, with the first items of the agenda
being the elections of the Chair and of the Vice-Chair. Persons interested
in these positions should notify the Clerk.

4. ROTHERHAM SACRE WORKING GROUP

Further to Minute No. 16(3) of the meeting of the Rotherham SACRE held
on 30th January, 2018, the Members of the Rotherham SACRE noted
details of the following matters which had been considered by the
Working Group:-

(1) Rotherham SACRE Development Plan 2017/18

The Development Plan was being progressed in readiness for detailed
consideration at the next meeting of the Rotherham SACRE.

(2) NASACRE

The Local Authority continued to have a subscription to the national body
NASACRE and as a consequence would have access to resources
available form this body.

S. ROTHERHAM SACRE ANNUAL REPORTS UPDATE 2015/16 AND
2016/17

Further to Minute No. 20 of the meeting of the Rotherham SACRE held on
30th January, 2018, it was agreed that the Local Authority be asked to
ensure that the 2015/16 Annual report is published on the Local
Authority’s Internet web site.

It was noted that the 2016/17 annual report was still in the course of
preparation.

6. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION- GCSE, AS LEVEL AND A LEVEL
EXAMINATION RESULTS IN ROTHERHAM SCHOOLS 2017

Further to Minute No. 19 of the meeting of the Rotherham SACRE held on
30th January, 2018, consideration was given to a brief report listing:-

(i) school workforce data for each secondary school within the Rotherham
Borough area and the percentage of hours spent on the teaching of
Religious Education; and

(i) the GCSE data for the Religious Education examination results for
Rotherham secondary schools for the Summer 2017 sitting.

Members acknowledged the good standards being achieved in some
secondary schools and that all schools and academies should be
encouraged to continue the teaching of Religious Education, in spite of
the GCSE short course no longer being offered in Rotherham schools.
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Agreed:- That the information be noted.
RETODAY CONSULTANCY - TRAINING IN JULY 2018

The Rotherham SACRE agreed to arrange a training afternoon, to be held
on Wednesday, 11th July, 2018, at the Town Hall, Rotherham, which will
comprise the key points from the SACRE one-day training delivered by
the RE Today organisation during March, 2018 and including SACRE
functions, relationships and best practice.

REWARDS CEREMONY, SUMMER 2018

Further to Minute No. 18 of the meeting of the Rotherham SACRE held on
30th January, 2018, the Rotherham SACRE meeting was informed that
the annual REwards ceremony, celebrating good practice in Religious
Education, would not be taking place during the Summer 2018. Members
considered that the preparations for the 2019 REwards ceremony should
begin during the Autumn 2018, enabling schools to make appropriate
nominations for the awards.

Agreed:- That all schools and academies be invited to make nominations
for consideration at the annual REwards ceremony to be held during the
Summer 2019.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONFERENCE

Further to Minute No. 17 of the meeting of the Rotherham SACRE held on
30th January, 2018, the Rotherham SACRE meeting was informed that
the South Yorkshire Religious Education Conference 2018 should have
taken place on Wednesday, 14th March, 2018 at the Hub, 103 Canklow
Road, Rotherham, but had ultimately been postponed. The arrangements
and preparation for the 2018 Conference were being undertaken by the
RE Today organisation, with the intention of holding this Conference
during October, 2018.

Agreed:- That members of the Rotherham SACRE be informed of the
detailed arrangements, when available and endeavour to attend this
Conference.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Members of the Rotherham SACRE noted details of the following
matters:-

(1) Rotherham SACRE Internet web site

Information on the web site had become dated and would require
updating as soon as possible : http:///www.rotherham.gov.uk/re/



http://www.rotherham.gov.uk/re/
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(2) Diversity of Religion and Belief — a guidance and resource pack for
primary schools in England and Wales

This resource pack, published by the School of Social Sciences at Cardiff
University, had been distributed to all primary schools within the
Rotherham Borough area.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Agreed:- That the next meeting of the Rotherham SACRE take place on a
date to be arranged during October, 2018, at the Town Hall, Rotherham.



